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potamia  by  way   of  Kermanshah,  Hamadan,  Enseli,  the
Caspian Sea and Baku.*
The mission was recruited and assembled in Baghdad in
great secrecy. Early in January 1918, twelve officers and
two clerks,, travelling in Ford motor-vans and escorted by one
armoured car, began their journey. The snow was still on
the passes; the road—the very road by which Alexander the
Great had inarched to the Indus—was execrable; the mission
made slow progress. On arriving at Enzeli, General
Dunsterville received his first serious set-back; the local
(Bolshevik) Caucasian Government refused to allow him to
cross the Caspian Sea. Consequently, he was compelled to
restrict his enterprise to Persia—for the time being. Nothing
daunted by the initial failure of their design,, the authorities
at home defined the role of the mission—consisting, it will be
Temembered, of twelve officers and two clerks—as being i( to
"frustrate enemy penetration in north-west Persia." Ac-
cepting this modest task, General Dunsterville made Ms
Headquarters at Hamadan where, at the end of March, some
more officers and an escort of about thirty infantry arrived
irom Baghdad. Bolshevik activity against him increased;
soon he found that he required further military support; and,
at the end of May, troops were sent in Ford motor-vans from
Mesopotamia to take over Kasvin (which commands the roads
to Teheran from Tabriz and Enzeli) from the Russian
garrison, which was leaving Persia.
By the middle of June, a little army, "Dunster Force/'
was existing in Persia at the end of a line of communication
which consisted of some seven hundred miles of very had
Toad. There were several mountain passes (of which one rose
to a height of seven thousand feet), to be crossed; all were
liable to be completely blocked by snow; petrol for the convoys
.and every article required by the troops had to be transported
from Mesopotamia.
Meanwhile, a Turkish Army was slowly advancing through
the Caucasus towards Baku. At the end of July,, under the
menace of the Turkish advance, the local Government in Baku
•collapsed, and its successors—revising its anti-British attitude
—appealed for British aid in denying the town.to the Turks.
In reply to the appeal, a detachment of British Officers with
.an escort of one platoon of infantry embarked at Enzeli,
crossed the Caspian Sea and, on the 4th August, landed at
Baku. During August, they w.ere followed by more troops,
* Fide Map No. 1,

